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EXECUTIVE OFFICE ' OF THE PRESIDENT
ENERGY POLICY AND PLANNING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20500

June 16, 1977
Honorable James o. Eastland
Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary
United State.s Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Mr. Chairman:
Dr. Schlesinger has asked me to express his gratitude to you
for sendi~g ' us a copy of the confidential committee print
containi!lg testimony to the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on the vulnerability of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline and
for your very thoughtful draft bill on this subject. We
very much appreciate this information and we hope you will
excuse our delay in answering your letter of March 25, 1977.~
As you are well aware, we have been intensively involved in
preparing the Administration's energy proposals.
In addition to the confidential testimony of one witness
which you so kindly made available to us, we have now
received a copy of the testimony of the other witnesses at
the hearings of the Subcommittee to investigate the administration of the Internal Security Act and other internal
security laws.
In regard to your draft bill, our preliminary observations
indicate:
(1) The Administration has had the objective of
ha.v ing energy matters centra'l ized· into. one organi.zation. In
this respect, . we would question the creation of a new Office
of Energy Security in the Department of the Interior.
(2)
It is also our impression that industrial inventories of oil
at Valdez .and at refineries would be adequate to cover the
time required to repair the Trans-Alaska Pipeline in the
event of sabotage, and, that the creation of a new office
solely for this purpose may not be necessary.

.

would very much appreciate the opportunity to discuss this
matter further with you or a member of your staff . at your
convenience. If I can be of any further assistance, please
do not hesitate to contact me. I look forward to working
with you as the President's National Energy Plan moves
through the Congress.
I

